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It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to our school . As the new Headteacher of
this vibrant and nurturing community primary school, I am already incredibly proud of
the children, staff, and families who make our school such a special place to learn and
grow. 
At the heart of everything we do is a commitment to providing a safe, inclusive, and
inspiring environment where every child can thrive. We are keen to give children the very
best start in their education and help them become confident, resilient young people.
Our curriculum is underpinned by our Four Values: Pride, Kindness, Community and
Diversity, and  our work with the zones of regulation programme and myhappymind
resources help ensure our children are ‘Learning for Life The Tadley Way’ and receiving a
high-quality education at all times. We are pleased that Ofsted acknowledged this
dedication and passion of our team in April 2025 when we received a ‘GOOD’ outcome.
You can read our report here. 
Our dedicated staff work tirelessly to create a rich and engaging curriculum that sparks
curiosity and encourages children to become independent, lifelong learners. We believe
in the power of strong relationships and work closely with families and the wider
community to support every child’s journey. 
Whether you are a prospective parent, a current family, or a visitor, I hope this
information gives you a sense of the warmth, ambition, and joy that defines our school.
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to learn more or arrange a visit —
we would be delighted to welcome you. 

Joanne Bruce-Carter 
Headteacher  

WELCOME

https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50277977


VISION &
VALUES

Vision and Values
Learning for Life the Tadley Way
Pride, Kindness, Diversity and Community
At Tadley Community Primary School, we are passionate about equipping our children
with the personal characteristics and educational outcomes for their successful
futures. Our vision for each child is to develop an active curiosity of their world,
discover their own interests and talents, and grow in their own confidence and love of
learning. We do this by providing children with an irresistible invitation to learn
through our knowledge-rich and diverse curriculum – Learning for Life the Tadley
Way!

Our values of Pride, Kindness, Diversity and Community underpin everything we do at
Tadley Community Primary School. Therefore, it is important to us that we celebrate
our differences and we are a fully inclusive school – welcoming children and adults
from all backgrounds, beliefs, cultures and circumstances. We want all our children to
feel safe, loved and valued. That is why we passionately believe every child and adult in
our school community is important and special to us and we always prioritise building
strong relationships with everyone involved in our school.

We want our children to develop the key skills to develop them as life-long learners,
and so have learning behaviours which underpin our whole curriculum. These give
children the opportunity to develop and grow not only academically but also the life
skills needed to go out into their community and make a difference to their world.



At Tadley Community Primary School we want to ensure children are ‘Learning for Life, the
Tadley Way. We do this through a strong focus on mental health and wellbeing alongside

our core values of Pride, Kindness, Diversity and Community.
Our School Values

We also believe that our children deserve to have the very best opportunities at our school,
and this means we must come together as a community and support each other with our

three key rules:

Our School Rules
These are fundamental to a happy and safe environment where children can thrive, take

risks and learn new knowledge and skills. We believe that children do not learn what
appropriate behaviour looks like by chance but need to be taught the clear expectations so
they can grow into young people who are polite, respectful, inclusive, and put others before
themselves. We, therefore, are committed to relentlessly teaching our children the routines
and behaviours that will shape the people they will become and support them to embrace

every opportunity within not only Tadley school but as they move through their educational
journey. By explicitly teaching our children what appropriate behaviours look like, we are

creating a culture where children feel safe, can take risks and learn well.

LEARNING
BEHAVIOURS



A typical day in Reception:
8.40 ~ Doors open and early morning tasks

Our doors open to our children where they independently walk into school, hang their belongings on their
pegs and place their books into the relevant boxes inside the classroom. The classroom will have a variety of

‘Early Morning Activities’ ready for them to choose from.
8.50 ~ Register 

During our register time we talk about the day ahead, choose what we would like to eat at lunch and
complete our calendar. We discuss the days of the week, months, year and seasons. We count how many
children are present and take away those who aren’t; encouraging our number skills. We share what we
have been up to during our weekends and evenings, developing our speaking and listening capabilities.

9.00 ~ Phonics
Children are introduced to reading through our phonics program, Little Wandle, which helps children to

link letter names to sounds. We play rhyming and listening games, alongside being introduced to key
words. We teach whole-class phonics and have various phonics activities and challenges throughout our
continuous provision. Children will learn four sounds a week and are blending sounds to make words by

October half term.
9.30 ~ Dough Disco and fine motor activities

To help develop our children’s ability to write and handle tools with ease, we provide many opportunities to
strengthen their gross and fine motor skills. We complete ‘Dough Disco’ and fine motor activities daily,

which the children thoroughly enjoy! 
10.00 ~ Free flow and snack

We allow our children to ‘free flow’ between the two classrooms and the outside and indoor areas. Children
will find carefully planned activities that cover all areas of the Early Years Curriculum. Activities are

enhanced to challenge our children and are adapted to reflect their interests. Adults will support children’s
learning in this time, take observations or lead ‘adult-led’ tasks.

11.30 ~ Maths
During our maths sessions, we focus on key counting skills, basic number knowledge and shape, space and

measure. We follow the Mastering Number Program developed by the NCTEM Maths Hub. We introduce
new concepts as a whole class and then provide follow-up activities within the environment and 1:1 sessions

with an adult. Children will be encouraged to complete independent tasks which will be tailored to their
own abilities in order to help them make good progress.

YEAR R



11.45 ~ Story time and singing
We finish our morning with story time and a few songs. Stories are an integral part of our curriculum and we
are passionate about developing a love for reading and storytelling. Our carefully chosen texts will often lead

on to further activities within our zones.
12.00 ~ Lunch time

Reception use the school hall to eat their lunch and have a slightly earlier lunch than the rest of the school.
Children are supported by adults who serve food and support the children throughout their lunch time. A

variety of nutritionally, well balanced meals are offered for lunch; including a meat, vegetarian, jacket potato
and picnic option. Some parents also choose to send their child in with a packed lunch. The Reception children

then play in our own outdoor area for the remainder of their lunch time.
1.00 ~ Writing

Children should only start writing when they are physically ready to. The first half term is focused on
strengthening these muscles in order to support their writing ability. After this, the children are introduced to

collecting vocabulary together and writing words, phrases and sentences together and independently. The
children are also offered plenty of writing opportunities around our environment and write for a purpose.

Some examples might include writing a letter to the Forest Fairies and posting it in the post box, writing a
postcard to Bear in ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’, asking him if he would like to play hide and seek with us, or

simply writing our own name stickers at the beginning of term to help our class friends get to know each
other. We teach grammatical concepts and skills through whole-class teaching and during 1:1 sessions.

1.30 ~ Free flow (1.30-2.45):
Children may also participate in outdoor sessions either down at our local forest (just a short walk away) or on
our school site in our garden or forest area. Sessions usually take place in the afternoons. During our sessions
we get to jump in all the amazing muddy puddles, build dens, go on bug hunts, climb and explore the forest

area, build shelters for our forest animals and create magical potions for our Forest Fairies!
2.45 ~ Yoga and Mindfulness

Supporting our mental wellbeing is very important to us here at Tadley Primary School. We take part in regular
mindfulness activities, circle time and yoga. We learn how to manage our feelings, promote loving, healthy

relationships, discuss what we are grateful for and develop our resilience and perseverance.
3.00 ~ Story time and reflection

At the end of the day we often reflect on what we have learnt, achieved and enjoyed during our day. We share
experiences and set challenges and goals we would like to achieve the following day. We often read another

story before going home.
3.20 ~ Home time!

The children are encouraged to independently gather their belongings ready to head home. We sing our
‘Goodbye’ song and tell each other we’re looking forward to seeing everyone and exploring again tomorrow.

YEAR R



Early Years Curriculum and Overview
At Tadley Community Primary School, we aim to provide a nurturing, engaging, and

inclusive Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) environment where every child is
supported to reach their full potential. Our curriculum is designed to:

Build Strong Foundations for Learning: Equip children with the skills, knowledge, and
confidence to transition smoothly into Key Stage 1.

Inspire a Love of Learning: Foster curiosity, creativity, and critical thinking through a
broad and balanced curriculum that values play and exploration.

Support Holistic Development: Prioritise children's personal, social, emotional, and
physical development alongside academic growth.

Celebrate Individuality: Recognise and support each child’s unique strengths, interests,
and needs, including tailored support for children with SEND.

Promote Key Values: Instil values of kindness, respect, resilience, and independence,
preparing children for their role in the wider community.

Please see the document below for more information.

https://www.tadleyprimary.co.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=39

EARLY YEARS

https://www.tadleyprimary.co.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=39


At Tadley Community Primary School, our curriculum is designed to be ambitious,
inclusive and broad, ensuring that all children are equipped with the knowledge, skills
and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. Rooted in high expectations for all, it

provides a firm foundation for lifelong learning and fosters a love of learning that will stay
with children throughout their lives.

We aim to:
Deliver a knowledge-rich curriculum that is carefully sequenced to ensure a coherent

progression of learning, enabling children to build on their prior knowledge and deepen
their understanding across all subjects.

Promote high aspirations for all children, ensuring that the curriculum is accessible to
every child, including those with SEND, disadvantaged children, and children with EAL, so

they can thrive academically, socially and emotionally.
Develop the whole child, nurturing creativity, resilience and independence whilst

fostering children's physical, emotional and social well-being.
Celebrate diversity and inclusion, ensuring children gain a deep understanding of their
local context, while appreciating and respecting the richness of wider global cultures.

Prepare children for their future by embedding essential skills such as communication,
problem-solving and teamwork, alongside an understanding of fundamental British

values and responsible citizenship.
Our curriculum is underpinned by a commitment to ensuring that children achieve their
full potential, make exceptional progress from their starting points, and leave our school

confident, curious and compassionate individuals.

https://www.tadleyprimary.co.uk/our-school-curriculum

OUR
CURRICULUM

https://www.tadleyprimary.co.uk/our-school-curriculum


OPAL 
Play has changed hugely over the last 25 years as the world has become a much busier and more
technologically developed place. Children sadly sometimes miss out on the physical, creative side

of play that is so important to their development. OPAL has been designed to give children the
sense of freedom that perhaps we all enjoyed as children but that the modern world sometimes

denies us.
We are committed to ensuring quality play opportunities are available to all of our children at
Tadley Community Primary School as we believe that play is essential for children’s physical,

emotional, social and intellectual development.
Children spend 20% of their time in school playing. To ensure that this time and our fantastic

school grounds are used to their full potential our school has adopted an OPAL (Outdoor Play and
Learning) philosophy that allows the children freedom to explore play in their own imaginative

ways, often using found and gathered resources in the natural outdoor environment.
An OPAL approach promotes a more inclusive play environment in which all children can feel

comfortable to express themselves.
Our OPAL journey began in June 2023 and since this time, we have quickly transformed our

outdoor environment. Our children love the new outdoor opportunities that OPAL offers with so
much more for them to do, no matter the weather! From playing with tyres and building obstacle

courses; to digging in the sand pit or our digging pit; to enjoying imaginative play in the
woodland area or cooking up a storm in the mud kitchen; to sliding down our bank on sledges or

racing around on scooters; OPAL offers an exciting alternative to the standard playground
activities.

Through this approach to play children are not only more active at lunch or break times, but they
are also having the opportunity to further develop life skills such as cooperation, team work and

problem solving.
They are becoming motivated and enthusiastic builders, engineers, explorers and designers and

Learning For Life, the Tadley Way!

WELLBEING



MYHAPPY MIND

myHappymind is a comprehensive mental health and well-being program designed for schools,
focusing on promoting positive mental health and emotional resilience among pupils. The program is
taught across five modules: Meet Your Brain, Celebrate, Gratitude, Relate, and Engage. Each module
introduces new content and habits to support children's mental wellbeing, including understanding
their brain, celebrating their unique strengths, developing gratitude, building positive relationships
and setting meaningful goals. The program is science-backed and grounded in neuroscience and

positive psychology, and it is commissioned by the NHS. It aims to create a supportive school
environment where pupils feel safe, valued, and empowered, contributing to their overall well-being

and academic success.
https://myhappymind.org/ 

ZONES OF REGULATION 
Key Messages about the Zones of Regulation

Zones are based on feelings NOT behaviours - it is a cognitive behaviour approach.
All zones are okay - there is no bad zone.

Everyone experiences all the zones at different times and in different circumstances and you can
be in more than one zone at a time.

It is not about compliance from children, it is about helping children manage their zones and
understand their feelings.

The Green Zone is not the goal - we need to take care of our zones, learn to manage our feelings
and regulate ourselves.

We can't change the way someone feels but we can help them manage those feelings and how
they may respond in their behaviour. For example: 'It is okay to be angry but it is not okay to lash

out at someone.'
How we teach the Zones of Regulation matters - children need to feel comfortable that all their
feelings are valid and learn to access the tools to help them regulate. We need to use a shared

language and refer to our own zones.

WELLBEING

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=095654885ca3ded400d26be31eba5473c2c4910a5ecc77a9c94074948c7270daJmltdHM9MTc2MDc0NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=187c36ae-0848-68f7-1878-20de09a86964&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9teWhhcHB5bWluZC5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=095654885ca3ded400d26be31eba5473c2c4910a5ecc77a9c94074948c7270daJmltdHM9MTc2MDc0NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=187c36ae-0848-68f7-1878-20de09a86964&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9teWhhcHB5bWluZC5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=095654885ca3ded400d26be31eba5473c2c4910a5ecc77a9c94074948c7270daJmltdHM9MTc2MDc0NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=187c36ae-0848-68f7-1878-20de09a86964&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9teWhhcHB5bWluZC5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=095654885ca3ded400d26be31eba5473c2c4910a5ecc77a9c94074948c7270daJmltdHM9MTc2MDc0NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=187c36ae-0848-68f7-1878-20de09a86964&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9teWhhcHB5bWluZC5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=095654885ca3ded400d26be31eba5473c2c4910a5ecc77a9c94074948c7270daJmltdHM9MTc2MDc0NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=187c36ae-0848-68f7-1878-20de09a86964&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9teWhhcHB5bWluZC5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=095654885ca3ded400d26be31eba5473c2c4910a5ecc77a9c94074948c7270daJmltdHM9MTc2MDc0NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=187c36ae-0848-68f7-1878-20de09a86964&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9teWhhcHB5bWluZC5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=095654885ca3ded400d26be31eba5473c2c4910a5ecc77a9c94074948c7270daJmltdHM9MTc2MDc0NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=187c36ae-0848-68f7-1878-20de09a86964&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9teWhhcHB5bWluZC5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=095654885ca3ded400d26be31eba5473c2c4910a5ecc77a9c94074948c7270daJmltdHM9MTc2MDc0NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=187c36ae-0848-68f7-1878-20de09a86964&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9teWhhcHB5bWluZC5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=095654885ca3ded400d26be31eba5473c2c4910a5ecc77a9c94074948c7270daJmltdHM9MTc2MDc0NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=187c36ae-0848-68f7-1878-20de09a86964&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9teWhhcHB5bWluZC5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://myhappymind.org/


IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

The School Day 
Start and finish times Gates open at 8.40am. Year R, 1 and 5 children should come

through the main school entrance. Year 2, 3, 4 and 6 should use the side gate to go to
their classroom door to come into school. If a child arrives after school registration

(8.50am), they should enter through the main entrance. The side gate will be locked
from 8.50am to 3.15pm. School finishes at 3.20pm for Year R, 1 and 2. Year R will leave

via their classroom fire door. Year 1 will leave from the main entrance and Year 2
should be collected from the playground doors/ramp via the side gate. School

finishes at 3.25pm for Year 3, 4, 5 and 6. Year 5 will leave via the main entrance. Year 3,
4 and 6 can be collected by parents from their classroom via the side gate. 

Attendance and Punctuality 
This is extremely important and if levels drop, we will take action. If your child is
absent, please contact the school office immediately. Holidays in term time will
always be unauthorised and are likely to incur a fine from the Local Authority.

Medical Needs and First Aid 
Please do let us know if your child has any medical needs (a form is sent out every

September to collect this information). Please also let us know if this changes during the
year. If your child has an auto-injector or inhaler, they must have an in-date one in school,
and an extra one for school trips which they must bring with them to attend the trip. We

also give children Calpol and anti-histamine in school, if you agree. However, all other
medicines must be prescribed by a doctor and a form must be completed for us to

administer this. We will contact you if your child needs any first aid for serious accidents in
school.



IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

Water Bottle 
Water is available in classes and from water fountains in school. Children may bring a

small water bottle to keep hydrated throughout the day. 
School Clubs 

We run a variety of clubs on a termly basis for Years 1 - 6. A letter will be sent home each
term offering spaces, which are allocated on a first come basis. Clubs may require a

small fee. 
Tadley After Care Club 

TAC is available for breakfast care (7.30am to 8.40am) and/or after school care (3.20/25pm
– 4.30/6.00pm). Please see more information on our website 

Healthy Snacks 
Year R – 2 are provided with a healthy snack each day. If your child is in Years 3 – 6 please
provide your child with a healthy snack for break time. This should not be chocolate or

crisps. Yogurts, cheese, fruit, vegetables or plain rice cakes are examples of a good
healthy snack.

School Meals 
A cooked meal can be ordered daily. This is free for Year R, 1 and 2. It costs £2.75 for Years 3 –

6. This is paid online via SCOPAY. We offer a meat option, vegetarian option, or jacket
potato. The main menu is here. If your child has a special diet, you will need to register

here. All children can bring a healthy packed-lunch if they wish to. 
Free School Meals 

If you think your child may be eligible for a free school meal in Year 3 – 6, please complete a
quick online form here. However, please also complete this form if your child prefers a

packed lunch as the school receives extra funding for any child who is eligible for a free
school meal. 

Nut-free School 
We are a completely nut-free school. Please do not send any nut-based products into
school. This includes chocolate spread, cereal bars and pancakes which often contains

some sort of nut ingredient.



Assemblies 
We have daily class or school assemblies, which are based around our values and learning

behaviours. We have a visitor assembly on Thursdays and our ‘Be Proud’ assembly on
Fridays. 

Religious Education 
We subscribe to the Hampshire Agreed Syllabus. This promotes a sound understanding

of a variety of faiths. We aim to be inclusive in all lessons. Online Payments 
You can make online payments here for trips etc. 

Parking Please do respect the law and the local residents by only parking in designated
and lawful areas. Parents are not to use the school carpark without permission from the

Head Teacher and children should not be dropped at the front of the school. 
Going Home Arrangements 

Years R - 4 should be collected by an adult. If a different person is collecting your child,
please let the office know. Year 5 and 6 can walk home and we will send a form home in

September to collect this information so all adults are aware of the arrangements for
your child. If this changes over the year, please let the school office know.

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

Pupil Premium 
If you receive certain benefits, then please complete this form to see if your child is eligible

for Pupil Premium Funding. This gives the school an extra £1,480. 
School Uniform 

Children should wear school uniform unless it is a PE day. We have designed our uniform
policy to be as affordable to parents as possible. Please see our website for further

information. Jewellery should not be worn in school and we advise ear-rings are also left at
home on PE days where possible. 

Lost Property 
Please make sure you label anything your child brings into school! We do collect unnamed
lost property which you are welcome to check and put this out at the end of the school day
once a term. If things are not claimed by the end of term, then they are donated to the PTA

or disposed of.



Bags and Pencil Cases 
Year R should have the flat book bag available from Skool Kit in Basingstoke. Other year

groups may bring in their own bags (there is a school ruck sack available from Skool Kit also).
Please make sure these are compact as the larger ones can be very difficult to store. Children

should not bring any pencil cases or their own stationery equipment into school. We will
provide everything that is needed. 

Trips 
Children will experience a wide range of educational trips whilst at Tadley. Each year group
will do at least one external trip a year, sometimes more. These are usually at a cost, and the
contribution suggested is vital to allow any trip to happen. Year 6 also go on a residential trip

to PGL. 
Office Team 

Our office team are always available in the mornings on the gate or at the end of an email or
the phone.

 Communication 
We try to keep our website up-to-date with information – so please check it regularly.

Newsletters are sent out weekly and contain a wealth of information for parents and carers,
such as key dates, updates on learning, class events and key announcements. We also
communicate with parents and carers via text, email and letters sent home. It is really

important that we have your correct contact details, particularly in an emergency. Let us
know if your contact details change across the year. Our telephone number is 0118 9813805

and our email is adminoffice@tadley.hants.sch.uk. 
Home Learning 

Reading is the most important skill for a child to master. Please make this a priority in your
home and read with and to your child on a daily basis. We will also send home maths skills to
practise such as number bonds to 10 (8+2, 6+4), number bonds to 20 (14+6, 13+7), counting in

2s, 5s and 10s and times tables practice depending on your child’s year group.

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION



All parents or carers of children attending the school are automatically members of the PTFA.
The PTFA is a charity run committee of parents and teacher volunteers, who meet

approximately every 6 weeks to think of, and organise, social and fundraising events. Our
aim is to provide extra benefits for the school, through equipment and activities, to enrich

your child’s educational experience at Tadley Primary.

Funds are raised thanks to the generosity of you, the Parents, who support the variety of
events that we hold throughout the year, such as the Hamper and Raffle donations, Clothes
collection, Uniform sale, and Discos. Our main fundraising event this year is the summer fair. 

We welcome and appreciate any support that you can give – from as little as displaying an
advertising board in your front garden to helping on a stall at one of our larger events. If

you would like to become involved or would like any further information, please email the
team: tadleyprimarypta@gmail.com

If you work for a company that helps charities or will do something that is called 'matched
giving' then please do let us know, this can significantly boost funds raised at specific

events.

Through fundraising, we have been able to contribute to:
● Books for phonics scheme
● Laptops and ipads

● The outdoor learning space and garden
● Trim trail playground equipment

● Sports equipment
● Music workshops
● Year 6 Leavers’ books
● School pantomime

PTFA &
GOVERNORS

Governors
Tadley Community Primary School Governing Body consists of 12 governors representing parents,

staff, local government and the local community.
The 2002 Education Act explains their role: “The governing body shall conduct the school with a view

to promoting high standards of educational achievement at the school”. The main aim of the
governing body is therefore to promote the welfare and development of the school so that a caring,

stimulating and secure environment exists within which learning can be fostered. This is achieved by
strategic planning; the day-to-day management of the school is the responsibility of the head

teacher.
The governors must ensure that the school conducts its affairs in accordance with all relevant legal
obligations. Much of the work of the governing body is therefore in the reviewing and endorsing of

policies. https://www.tadleyprimary.co.uk/governors 

https://www.tadleyprimary.co.uk/governors
https://www.tadleyprimary.co.uk/governors

