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What are the SATs? 

● SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are given to children at the end of 

Key Stage 2 in government maintained schools

● The SATs take place over four days, starting on Monday 11th May and ending on 

Thursday 14th May.

● The SATs papers consist of:
○ Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1: Grammar/ Punctuation/ Spelling) – Monday 11th May

○ Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling test) – Monday 11th May 

○ Reading – Tuesday 12th May 

○ Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – Wednesday 13th May 

○ Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – Wednesday 13th May 

○ Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – Thursday 14th May 

● Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6 by the teacher. There 

is no Year 6 SATs writing test. Teacher assessments can help to judge children’s 

performance in a subject over a longer period of time. The results of a teacher 

assessment are equally important, as a teacher may feel your child is doing better in 

a subject as a whole than in the parts of it covered by a test.
The key stage 2 tests will be taken on set dates unless your child is absent, in which case they may be able to take them up to 5 school 

days afterwards. 3



What do they tell us?

● ● A child’s attainment at that moment in time 

● ● Ability of pupils- low, middle, high 

● ● The progress they have made from year 2 to year 6 

● ● The expected performance at the end of KS4 

● ● Overall performance of a school 

● ● Enables comparisons between schools 

● ● Enables comparison to National average 

● ● Identifies performance of particular pupil groups
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Arrangements:

● Children are invited in earlier to join me for breakfast

● ● Pupils sit the tests in the morning during the first two lessons 

(8.50-10.50) 

● ● Pupils will be in the classrooms, working at individual exam 

desks which gives pupils more space

● ● Some pupils might be working in smaller spaces with an adult if 

entitled to a scribe 

● ● Tests finish by break/lunch time and pupils return to regular 

timetable
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Specific arrangements for SATs

Children with additional needs (who have similar support as part of day-to-day learning 

in school) may be allotted specific arrangements, including:

● Additional (extra) time;

● Tests being opened early to be modified;

● An adult to scribe (write) for them;

● An adult to read for them;

● The use of prompts or rest breaks;

● Arrangements for children who are ill or injured at the time of the tests. 

Pupils with an EHCP are automatically allowed up to 25% additional time (except for the spelling paper, which is not strictly timed). Pupils 

who use the modified large print or braille versions of the tests are automatically allowed up to 100% additional time.
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Results:

● Results will be released early July with 

school reports.

● Parents will receive a certificate with a 

covering letter. This will include 

teacher assessments and test scores. 

● Test scores will be in the form of a raw 

score (the actual number of marks they 

get), alongside their scaled score and 

whether they have reached the 

national average. The score needed to 

reach the national average will be 100. 
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How will we support and prepare the children?

● Year 6 are the first year group to have progress reports 

● Mock and practice papers are part of the assessment process and some are in the 

exam space they will use

● Online support material

● Intervention sessions at targeted pupils

● Identification of pupils needing additional support- require additional time/needing a 

scribe 

● Reduce homework in other subject areas 

● SATS assemblies- giving guidance 

● Free breakfast available for all pupils

● Attitude of ‘just do your best’

● Pastoral support sessions

● Nurturing environment
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Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

Firstly, a positive attitude goes a long way. Give them as much 

encouragement and support as you can (but we don’t need to tell you that)! 

Show interest and support but avoid applying pressure about the results.

Ensure children do not feel stressed or anxious and know they can speak to 

you if overwhelmed. Please get in touch if you do notice anything.

Encourage some good routines including time for themselves to relax and 

look after their bodies and brains: a good night’s sleep, eating and sleeping 

well. Don’t let them overload their minds.

Mirror our attitude of ‘try your best’

Keep communicating with us. 
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Booster sessions…

- These sessions will take place before school in the classroom

- They will run from 3:25pm – 4:10pm

- Monday = Maths

- Thursday = Reading

- These sessions will be invite only

- More information will follow closer to the time
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FAQs

 What do I do if my child is ill? 

Please inform absence in the normal way. Your child will still have 

to sit the tests on their return to school. Please encourage 

attendance and punctuality where possible. They will not be 

allowed to communicate with their peers either until they have 

completed the paper.

 What are the access arrangements for my child with SEN? 

These will be communicated with you before the exam and your 

child will have had time to practice working in this way in their 

mock SATS with support staff. There are strict rules on who can 

have support and we need to follow that guidance that we are sent.
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Writing…
A portfolio of texts 

written over the 

year. 

A build up of 

evidence showcasing 

the best of their 

writing. 

Planning, drafting 

and editing.

Thinking like a 

writer… how do I 

want my reader to 

feel/ engage etc?

Term Text Driver Text Type outcome

Aut 1 Cosmic

Jabberwocky

PGL

Non-negotiables recap

Narrative 

Nonsense poem

PGL information pages

Aut 2 The Giant’s Necklace

The Grinch

Setting descriptions

personified narrative

diary entries

safety guide

Information page

Spr 1 Cogheart

Wallace and Gromit

Archie’s War 

Information page

diary entries

Poem

Narrative 

Spr 2 Rose Blanche

Goodnight Mr. Tom

Letters from the Lighthouse

Narrative 

Diary

Persuasive writing

Sum 1 Holes non chronological reports

diaries,

Letter

missing chapters

Blog – persuasive writing

Sum 2 Alma

The Day the Crayons Quit

Character description

Narrative 

Information page

Persuasive speeches



Writing…
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https://www.gov.uk/government/pu

blications/2018-teacher-assessment-

exemplification-ks2-english-writing
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How you can help with Writing:
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• Spelling support

• Writing opportunities

• Read lots of different writing

• Make lists

• Send letters

• Send postcards

• Write stories together

• Watch films and discuss the plot, 

characters, how it makes us feel, what 

we think might happen next…



The papers…
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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar: Monday 11th May 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar consists of two papers.

● Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (spelling, punctuation and grammar). The 

paper lasts for 45 minutes. 

● Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 15 minutes, 

although this is not a set amount of time (pupils should be given as much time as 

they need to complete the test).
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Spelling:

20

20 words tested. Read by staff. 



How you can help with Spelling:
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• Weekly spellings on the newsletter

• Recap rules and key words



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar: Paper 1

The children will have been working hard with their class teacher on developing and 

securing their knowledge of the technical vocabulary needed in this test.

This test focuses on:

● Grammatical terms/ word classes;

● Functions of sentences;

● Combining words, phrases and clauses;

● Verb forms, tenses and consistency;

● Punctuation;

● Vocabulary;

● Standard English and formality.

This test requires a range of answer types but does not require longer formal answers. 
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Sample Questions:
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Sample Questions:
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Sample Questions:



How you can help with Grammar?
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How you can help with Grammar?
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zm

wbqyc

Homework:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zmwbqyc


Reading: Tuesday 12th May 

There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 

The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-appropriate 

reading material meets the national standard. There are three different set texts for 

children to read. These could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains): 
● Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;

● Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;

● Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;

● Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text;

● Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;

● Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a 

whole; 

● Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;

● Make comparisons within the text. 
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The test:
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•Total word count: 3,084 words in the reading passages, plus approximately 1,000 
words in the question booklet, for a combined total of around 4,084 words.



The test:
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•Total word count: 3,084 words in the reading passages, plus approximately 1,000 
words in the question booklet, for a combined total of around 4,084 words.



Sample Questions:
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Sample Questions:
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How you can help with Reading?
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• Go through homework together

• Talk through the texts and questions (see 

my quick question prompt)

• Read regularly

• Ask if you need a variety of text 

suggestions. Read lots of different 

styles:

- Short excerpts 

- Newspapers

- Blogs

- Comics

- Instructions 

- Old, classic texts

Mickey



Maths: Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th May

The maths assessments consist of three tests.

● Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes) – Wednesday 13th May 

It will contain fixed response questions where children have to give the correct answers 

to calculations.36 questions which are purely calculation.

● Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Wednesday 13th May

● Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Thursday 14th May

These will involve a wider range of question types including multiple choice, true or false 

and reasoning based questions. Both papers will last 40 minutes each.
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Sample Questions:
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Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)

Paper 2 will take place on Wednesday 13th May and paper 3 will take place on Thursday 

14th May. These tests have a total of 35 marks each.  

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, 

as well as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. They cover a 

wide range of mathematical topics from key stage 2 including,

● Number and place value (including Roman numerals);

● The four operations;

● Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);

● Statistics;

● Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);

● Algebra;

● Ratio and proportion;

● Fractions, decimals and percentages. 
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Sample Questions:
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How you can help with Maths?
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https://corbettmathsprimary.com/

https://mathsbot.com/primary/ks2/Mini

• Go through homework together

• Talk through the problems

• Get the children to teach you



Closer to the time… Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

Further tips:

● Create a revision timetable that works for you and your child. For some families, 10 

to 20 minute activities over a few days works best. For others, a longer study session 

one day a week might be better. 

● Keep revision light. Going over key skills (times tables, real world mental maths as 

you are shopping or cooking) is a good way to keep revision light. 

● As we said before, avoid using past papers. Focus instead on use of the CGP books 

you have already purchased. 

● Easter Maths Revision will be sent home – Ten For Ten booklet

● Link to SPAG games (free)

● Mathsbot.com

● Plenty of reading and talking about books. 

● Please ask if there is anything I can do to help. 
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-Don’t use past papers as they are used in school to prepare the children.

-Talk to staff if you have any concerns rather than worry your child.

-Encourage your child to talk to their teacher or a trusted adult (including yourself) 

about their anxieties. Don’t forget that a small amount of anxiety is normal and not 

harmful.

-myhappymind app

-Give your child a quiet, distraction free space to complete homework or study.

-Give your child time to go outside and reduce screen time.

-Ensure your child is eating and drinking well and getting a good amount of sleep.

-Plan something nice and fun for the weekends before and after SATs. This will help 

them to relax before the SATs and give them something to look forward to after. 

40

Hints and tips:



Things to remember about SATs

SATs focus on what children know about Maths and English. 

They will not reflect how talented they are at science, geography, art, PE…, and they 

certainly won’t highlight all of their amazing personal characteristics.

SATs don’t tell the whole story.

Their results will say if they did or did not meet a certain standard but not necessarily by 

what margin. These thresholds change each year according to the overall national 

performance, so what was classed as ‘meeting the expected standard’ this year might 

not be the same as last year. Your school may be able to provide you with more detailed 

feedback. 

SATs are only four days out of a whole Primary School career. 

In reality, there’s one or two papers each day that last 30 to 60 minutes.
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Advice for Year 6 children

● Listen to your teacher.

● The adults you work with all want you to do your best.

● Get plenty of sleep and eat well, this will help your brain.

● Read all the questions carefully. This can help you to avoid silly mistakes.

● Don’t panic. There may be questions you think you can’t answer. Take a deep breath. 

Read it again. You can always move on and go back to it later. It’s often better to 

write something rather than nothing. 

● Remember that the Year 6 SATs last for 4 days out of your whole life!

“Stay focused in class so you don’t have loads of extra studying to do at home!” – Year 7 

pupil’s advice.
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Any questions?


